Routine Semtools meeting on Jan. 11, 2010
People: Matt, Ben. Margaret, Shawn (come late), Huiping

Note summarized by Huiping

1. Margaret shared some similar work, which is done in Taiwan

(1) http://metacat.tfri.gov.tw/modules/index.php

(2) http://intranet.lternet.edu/im/files/im/Taiwan_error_check.pdf

2. Discuss Margaret’s use case file

https://code.ecoinformatics.org/code/semtools/trunk/use_cases/

Ontologies about water or on fish, it can be found from the website. 

But it's really not very useful. (too narrow?)

Matt’s suggestions: 

p1: introduction to the project

p2: plans to get people involved. 

Aim for a meeting (workshop) with scientists early summer? 

HP: how to get the dataset

http://knb.ecoinformatics.org/knb/metacat/knb-lter-sbc.10/knb

Margaret: use case area on the wiki

https://semtools.ecoinformatics.org/

3. Discussion on Ben's interface

Matt comments: 

(1) Don't worry about the context too much yet

(2) SpatialLocation: now it spans three columns; should merge them to one 

"Entity, Characteristic, Standard, Protocol"

Remove "the type"

Prioritize the UI changes:

(1) Make the three columns belonging to the same observation or entity, make them the same one

(2) Make it clear that "Context, observation" are at the observation level, and "Entity, Characteristic, Standard, Protocol" are at the attribute level

(3) Menu: disable some operations when the menu is displayed at different places.

4. For Huiping's work

(1). Work on two main parts

(a) Data integration (materialize data) algorithm --> key on measurement/identifying on context/distinct on observation

https://code.ecoinformatics.org/code/semtools/trunk/docs/meetingnotes

https://code.ecoinformatics.org/code/semtools/trunk/docs/algdraft
Matt comments: put mime type for the documents you submitted. 

svn propset svn:mime-type text/rdf

(b) Study different conceptual models

Expressive power, what they can capture. 

Formal notations --> natural language

(2) Ask: 

Set a time for a meeting (will discuss with Mark and Shawn)

Set a goal and a timeline

5. Other

(1) No meeting next Monday (Jan. 18) because of MLK

(2) Matt will be in Santa Barbara Feb. 16-18. 
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